
Reading list for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Transition Years. 

This list has been compiled by students.  

You might like to read some of them. 

 

WHAT WE ARE READING…. 
 

 

‘They Both Die 
at The End’  

Adam 
Silvera ‘focuses on two teenage boys, 

Mateo and Rufus, who 

discover that they only have 

one day left to live and how 

they will spend their last hours 

on earth. Heart-wrenching 

book will have you at the edge 

of your seat as you fall in love 

with these characters hoping 

that the title won't come true’. 
 

‘Perks of Being 
a Wallflower’. 

Stephen 
Chbosky ‘this emotional roller-coaster 

of a book follows Charlie, who 

is going into high school, 

coping with the suicide of his 

best friend. Along with his own 

mental illness while still 

struggling to find a group of 

people with whom he belongs. 

An absolutely fabulous book 

but would not recommend this 

book if these are sensitives 

topics for you as it may be 

triggering’ 

 

‘The Hate You 
Give’ 
 

Angie 
Thomas ‘an African-American 

teenager, faces pressure from 

various communities and tries 

to stand up for what is right 

after she witnesses the 

shooting of her best friend by 

the police’. 
 



‘One of us is 
lying’  

Karen M. 
McManus ‘a murder my story about what 

happens when five strangers 

walk into detention and only 

four walks out alive. Everyone 

is a suspect, and everyone has 

something to hide. who is the 

killer?’ 

 

‘Stay where 
you are and 
then leave’  
 

John Boyne 
‘is the tale of Alfie 

Summerfield, a boy whose 

father is swept up in the 

excitement of August 1914 and 

joins the army. Alfie's dad 

writes to his wife and son from 

the trenches, but after a 

couple of years the letters stop 

coming’. 
 

‘We were liars’ E. Lockhart 
‘It follows the wealthy, 

seemingly perfect Sinclair 

family, who spend every 

summer gathered on their 

private island. We Were Liars 

focuses on the theme of self-

acceptance, family morals, and 

the possibly deadly 

consequences of one's 

mistakes.’ 
 

‘The twelfth 
day  of July’ 

Joan 
Lingard 
 

‘Sadie is Protestant, Kevin is 

Catholic - and on the tense 

streets of Belfast their lives 

collide. It starts with a dare - 

kids fooling around - but soon 

becomes something 

dangerous. Getting to know 

Sadie Jackson will change 

Kevin's life forever’. 

 
 



‘The tattooist  
of Auschwitz’ 

Heather 
Morris ‘this book tells us the story  of 

how Slovakian Jewish  person, 

who was imprisoned at 

Auschwitz in 1942, fell in love 

with a girl he was tattooing at 

the concentration camp.’ 

 

 

‘The 
Cheerleaders’ 

Kara 
Thomas ‘it is an edge-of-your-seat 

thriller about some seemingly 

unrelated events that leaves 

five cheerleaders dead. There 

are no more cheerleaders in 

the town of Sunnybrook. Is this 

all a coincidence or is there 

more to this story?’ 

 

 

‘The Leaving’ Tara 
Altebrando ‘The Leaving is the story of six 

kindergartners who vanished 

without a trace, leaving no 

clues as to who might have 

taken them.’ 

 

 

‘City of Bones’ Cassandra 
Clare ‘An evening at a New York 

nightclub takes an unexpected 

turn for 15-year-old Clary 

when she witnesses what looks 

like a murder - but the victim's 

body has vanished into thin air. 

What's even more strange is 

that her best friend Simon 

couldn't even see the attack 

take place.’ 

 
 



‘A Court of 
Thorns and 
Roses’ 

Sarah J. 
Maas ‘The story follows the journey 

of mortal Feyre Archeron after 

she is brought into the faerie 

lands of Prythian for 

murdering a faerie’ 

 

 

‘Harry Potter’ Daniel 
Radcliffe ‘A famous novel franchise 

which are about the lives of a 

young wizard, Harry Potter, 

and his friends Hermione 

Granger and Ron Weasley, all 

of them are students at 

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 

and Wizardry.’ 

  

‘Becoming’ Michelle 
Obama ‘an autobiography about a 

deeply personal experience, 

the book talks about her roots 

and how she found her voice, 

as well as her time in the 

White House, her public health 

campaign, and her role as a 

mother’ 

 

 

Game Changer cora 
staunton ‘an autobiography where Cora 

reveals her extraordinary 

journey from teenage rookie to 

the highest-scoring forward in 

the history of ladies Gaelic 

football. She also details the 

career-defining adversities 

she's faced, including her move 

from amateur to professional 

football.’ 

 



‘The Girl of Ink 
& Stars’ 

Kiran 
Millwood 
Hargrave 

‘Forbidden to leave her island, 

Isabella Riosse dreams of the 

faraway lands her father once 

mapped. When her closest 

friend disappears into the 

island's Forgotten Territories, 

she volunteers to guide the 

search. The Girl of Ink and 

Stars is a stunning debut, full 

of myth, magic and 

mapmaking.’ 
 

‘Deeper Than 
the Ocean’ 

Emma Rose 
Harris ‘is a book of poetry diving into 

all the emotions of grief, love, 

and heart break. The book is 

divided into two chapters, 

before the death of a loved 

one and the life changing 

moments after. Beautifully 

written book’ 

 

 

‘No Fixed 
Address’ 

Susin 
Nielsen ‘Felix Knutsson is nearly thirteen, 

lives with his mother and pet 

gerbil Horatio, and is brilliant at 

memorising facts and trivia. So 

far, pretty normal. But Felix and 

his mom Astrid have a secret: they 

are living in a van. Astrid promises 

it's only for a while until she finds 

a new job and begs Felix not to 

breathe a word about it. So when 

Felix starts at a new school, he 

does his very best to hide the fact 

that most of his clothes are in 

storage, he only showers weekly 

at the community centre, and that 

he doesn't have enough to eat. 

When his friends Dylan and 

Winnie ask to visit, Felix always 

has an excuse. But Felix has a plan 

to turn his and Astrid's lives 

around: he's going to go on his 

favourite game show Who, What, 

Where, When and win the cash 

prize. All he needs is a little luck 

and a lot of brain power’. 

 

 



‘The Hunger 
Games’ 

Suzanne 
Collins 

‘In the ruins of a place once known as 
North America lies the nation of Panem, 
a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve 
outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh 
and cruel and keeps the districts in line 
by forcing them all to send one boy and 
one girl between the ages of 12 to 18 to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games, 
a fight to the death on live TV. 16-year-
old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a 
death sentence when she steps forward 
to take her young sister’s place in the 
games. But Katniss has been close to 
dead before, and survival for her is like 
second nature. However, if she is to win, 
she will have to start making choices 
that weigh survival against humanity 
and life against love. Let the seventy 
fourth Hunger Games begin…’ 

 

The Mythology 
Book: Big Ideas 
Simply 

Philip 
Wilkinson ‘Enter the world of myths and 

legends with this unforgettable 

compendium that spans the 

centuries and crosses the 

continents to share the 

greatest stories of all time. 

Sit back and enjoy more than 

80 classic myths retold for the 

modern reader with engaging 

text and eye-catching graphics. 

Discover the lessons behind 

every story and get to the 

heart of cultures far and wide 

through the inspiring 

narratives that capture the 

way communities work 

together to make sense of the 

world around them'’. 

 
 
 
 

 



13 minutes Sarah    
Pinborough ‘they say keep you friends 

close and your enemies closer, 

but when you're a teenage girl, 

it's hard to tell them apart. 

Nastasha doesn't remember 

how she ended up in that icy 

river that night, but what she 

does know that it wasn't an 

accident, and she wasn't 

suicidal. Her two closest 

friends are acting strangely, 

and Natsha turns to Becca, the 

best friend she dumped before 

she got popular to help her 

figure out what happened. 

Nastha is sure that her friends 

love her. But does that mean 

that they didn't try to kill her?’ 

 

 

After the 
silence 

Louise 
O’Neill ‘Nessa Crowley's murderer has 

been protected by silence for 

ten years. Until a team of 

documentary makers decide to 

find out the truth. On the day 

of Henry and Keelin Kinsella's 

wild party at their big house a 

violent storm engulfed the 

island of Inisrun, cutting it off 

from the mainland’ 

 
 

The Outsiders SE Hinton 
‘is about two weeks in the life 

of a 14-year-old boy. The novel 

tells the story of Ponyboy 

Curtis and his struggles with 

right and wrong in a society in 

which he believes that he is an 

outsider.’ 

 

 



The Book of 
Learning 

E.R. Murray 
‘She is sent to live with her 

Aunt Ruby in Dublin, where she 

discovers she is in fact a 

member of a mysterious (and 

secret) group of beings, the 

Order of the Nine Lives, who 

can reincarnate.’ 

 

 

It Only 
Happens in 
The Movies  

Holly 
Bourne ‘A girl named Audrey who 

meets a boy who is every 

movie cliche rolled into one, 

but she still chooses to let him 

into her heart...’ 

 
 

Women don’t 
owe you pretty 

Florence  
Given ‘is an accessible entry point 

into progressive feminist 

discussion, covering topics 

such as body image, toxic 

beauty standards, and 

identity-building in a world still 

plagued by misogyny and 

sexism’. 

 

 

Divergent Veronica 
Roth ‘Society it is divided into 5 

factions, Candor (honest), 

Abnegation (selfless) Dauntless 

(brave) Amity (peaceful) and 

Erudite (smart). On an 

appointed day,16-year-olds 

must choose the faction they 

will stay in for the rest of their 

lives. For Beatrice this decision 

is tough; she can choose to 

stay with her family in 

abnegation or pick who she 

really is.  

She has a big secret, and she 

shocks everyone with the 

faction she picks. She has to 

learn to adapt and be brave to 

stay in her new faction or else 

she will end up faction less...’ 

 

 



Oh my god 
delusion 

Paul  
Howard ‘As the economic crisis 

deepens, Ross and his family 

continue to struggle 

financially, with Ross moving 

to a ghost estate. Additionally, 

he and his friends face being 

stripped of their Leinster 

Schools Senior Cup medals.’ 

 

 

The Visitor Zoe Miller 
‘When a massive snowstorm 

brings the city to a standstill, 

our main character planson 

shutting herself away for the 

festive season in the beautiful 

home she shared with her 

beloved husband, until his 

recent tragic death, with only 

her grief for her company. 

However, Lizzie’s solitude is 

immediately interrupted by the 

bad weather and the 

unexpected events and 

encounters that follow....’ 

 

 

Every last word tamaera  
Ireland 
Stone 

‘Samantha MsMilliset looks 

like the rest of the popular girls 

in her junior class. Sam has 

OCD and is consumed by a 

stream of dark thought and 

worries that she can't turn off’ 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower by 
Stephen Chbosky 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This book is about a teenage boy who goes 
through adolescent years while also going through 
his own struggles and obstacles 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In a Dark Dark Wood 
by Ruth Ware   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Out of the blue, Nora received an invitation from 
Clare, a friend who she hasn't seen for ten years. 
She accepts the invitation, resulting in her visit to a 
remote cottage for a weekend. But something goes 
very, very wrong. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A Street Cat Named Bob  
by James Bowen 

 

 
 
 
 

A stray ginger cat changes the life of James Bowen 
a homeless London street musician and recovering 
drug addict. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Invisible Life of 
Addie LaRue by V.E 
Schwab   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the book I am finishing and recommend. It is 
about a young woman who trades her soul for 
immortality but is cursed to be forgotten by 
everyone one she meets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the Light We 
Cannot See by 
Anthony Doer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This book tells the story of two teenagers during 
World War II, one a blind girl in Nazi-occupied 
France, the other a German orphan boy pressed 
into service by the Nazi army. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Flawed by Cecelia 
Ahern 

 
 
 
 
 
“Flawed” is about  how society demands that 
people be perfect but the main character breaks 
the rules and has other ideas. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Two can keep a 
Secret  
by Karen Mc Manus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The story is about a  teenage girl whose aunt goes 
missing.When the teenager moves to her Gran’s 
house she starts to get death threats... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse 
by Charlie Mackesy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a book about self love and self kindness , 
friendship , reaching out for help, speaking your 
mind, being grateful for what you have, being 
enough how you are. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children of Blood and 
Bone by Tomi 
Adeyemi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Though it is a fantasy fictional book it does have 
plenty to offer which I’m nearly positive everyone 
will enjoy. It deals with topics of discrimination 
against women and people who are different. It 
has romance and adventure and personally in my 
opinion everything you want in a book.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
The Silence of 
the Girls by Pat Baker 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pat Barker’s retelling of Homer's Iliad imagines the 
Trojan War from the perspective of Briseis, slave to 
the man who butchered her family, Achilles. She 
becomes a pawn in a menacing game between 
warriors. Centuries after this famous war, history 
writes her off, a footnote in a bloody story scripted 
by vengeful men - but Briseis has a very different 
story to tell. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Little Women by 
Louisa May Alcott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This book is set in Boston during and just after the 
Civil War. It charts the lives of the four March 
sisters Meg,Beth,Amy and Jo …. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of Us is Lying by 
Karen McManus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four very different students enter detention along 
with Simone the creator of the notorious gossip at 
Bayview High.Simone dies in the detention just 24 
hours before he was about to post the four 
students’deepest secrets online. Investigators 
conclude it’s no accident and all are suspects.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Magpie Society 
by Zoe Sugg and Amy 
McColloch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A school with a web of unanswered questions 
about a student’s death and someone is poised to 
strike again.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire by J.K 
Rowling 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Triwizard Tournament is to be held at 
Hogwarts. Only wizards who are over seventeen 
are allowed to enter – but that doesn't stop Harry 
dreaming ... 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grown Ups by Marian 
Keys   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brothers Johnny, Ed and Liam have beautiful wife’s 
and perfect kids. They are a happy family who 
spend lots of time together. But under the surface, 
conditions are murkier. While some people clash, 
others like each other far too much…. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Everything I Never 
Told You by Celeste 
Ng 

 
 
 
 
 

This is a novel about a Chinese American family 
who are living in Ohio in the 1970s. Lydia is the 
favourite child of her parents but when her body is 
found in the local lake the Lee family is destroyed. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The Alchemist by 
Paulo Coelho   

 
 
 
 
 
The story of a shepherd boy from the Spanish 
region of Andalusia who journeys to the exotic 
markets of North Africa and then into the Egyptian 
desert, where a fateful encounter with the 
alchemist awaits him.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Choice by Philly 
McMahon   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Playing football gave me the confidence, it gave 
me purpose, it drew me into a world that was more 
than just rudderless boredom and mischief.   

 



 
 
 
 
The Hate You Give by 
Angie Thomas.   

 
 
 
 
Starr lives in two worlds, the poor area where she 
was born and raised and her posh school in the 
suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting 
of her black unarmed best friend by police officers. 
She always has the thought in her mind that she 
could be next. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Swallows and 
Amazons by Arthur 
Ransome   

 
 
 
 
 
For the Walker children,sailing the boat Swallow to 
an island for a camping trip is a fantastic 
adventure. But soon they find themselves under 
attack from fierce pirates of the Amazon, Nancy 
and Peggy. And so begin the battles, alliances and 
discoveries in a summer like no other. 

 
 
 
 
 
A Good Girl’s Guide 
To Murder by Holly 
Jackson 
 

 
 
 
 
Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered 
by Sal Singh. Everyone in town knows he did it. But 
having grown up in the same town Pippa Fitz-
Amobi isn’t so sure. When she chooses the topic for 
her final year project she starts uncovering secrets 
someone in town desperately wants to stay 
hidden. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fault in our Stars 
by John Greene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that 
has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 
anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed 
upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist 
named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at a 
Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazels story is about to 
be completely rewritten. 

 
 

                                                                           

 

Recommended Reading list: 

Title:          Author:      Blurb:           Image: 

The Court 
of Thorns 
and Roses 
series 

Sarah 
J.Maas 

They’re 
fantasy 
books about 
a girl who 
gets 
kidnapped 
by the fae 
falls love, 
ends a war 
and saves 
everyone. 

 



A Good 
Girl’s 
Guide to 
Murder 

Holly 
Jackson 

 Pippa, 
straight-A 
student 
chooses a 
well-known 
murder case 
for her school 
project. The 
case was 
closed 5 years 
previously, but 
Pippa isn't 
sure the police 
got the right 
guy. 

 

 

The 
Diary 
of 
Anne 
Frank 

Anne 
Frank 

It tells the story of 
Anne Frank who 
lived in Frankfurt, 
Germany and 
suddenly had to 
go into hiding as 
a result of Hitler 
and the Nazi 
Party's treatment 
of Jews in Europe 
during the second 
world war. They 
escape to 
Amsterdam 
where they go 
into hiding with 
other Jews.  

 



The 
Maze 
Runner 
Series 

James 
Dashner 

A great 
adventure 
story. 
Thomas is 
stuck in a 
place called 
Glade with a 
bunch of 
boys. Thy 
must find a 
way out –or 
die. 

 

Under a 
dancing 
star 

Laura 
Woods 

It’s a romance 
set in Italy in the 
1930s. The 
protagonist: Bea 
lives in England 
and is sent to 
live with her 
bohemian uncle 
for a summer in 
Italy. Her uncle 
has a house 
where artists 
come to paint 
and stay. Sparks 
fly between her 
and a certain 
artist named 
Ben and a 
challenge is set; 
they must try 
put aside their 
teasing and have 
the perfect 
summer 
romance 

 



without falling in 
love. 

 

We 
were 
Liars 

E. 
Lockhart 

(Coming of 
age and 
psychological 
 thriller). It 
focuses on 
family morals, 
and the 
possibly, 
deadly 
consequences 
of one's 
mistakes. It is 
centred on the 
wealthy, 
seemingly 
perfect 
Sinclair family, 
who spend 
every summer 
gathered on 
their private 

island. 

 

 

 



The boy 
in the 
striped 
pyjamas 

John  
Boyne 

Nine-year-old 
Bruno knows 
nothing of the Final 
Solution or the 
Holocaust. All he 
knows is that he 
has been moved 
from a comfortable 
home in Berlin to a 
house in a desolate 
area where there is 
nothing to do and 
no one to play 
with. Until he 
meets Shmuel, a 
boy who lives a 
strange parallel 
existence on the on 
the other side of 
the adjoining wire 
fence and who, like 
the other people 
there, wears a 
uniform of striped 
pyjamas. 
 

 

Five 
Feet 
apart 

Rachael 
Lippincott 

A story about 
falling in love with 
someone who is 
both completely 
right and 
fundamentally 
wrong for you. 
Stella Grant is a 
teenager with a 
very un-teenage 
life. She has cystic 
fibrosis (CF), a 
disease which 
causes her lungs 
to fill with fluid, 
making it difficult 
to breathe.  



The 
hunger 
games 

Suzanne 
Collins 

In the ruins of a place 
once known as North 
America lies the nation 
of Panem, a shining 
Capitol surrounded by 
twelve outlying 
districts. The Capitol is 
harsh and cruel and 
keeps the districts in 
line by forcing them all 
to send one boy and 
one girl between the 
ages of 12 to 18 to 
participate in the 
annual Hunger Games, 
a fight to the death on 
live TV. 16-year-old 
Katniss Everdeen 
regards it as a death 
sentence when she 
steps forward to take 
her young sister’s place 
in the games. But 
Katniss has been close 
to dead before, and 
survival for her is like 
second nature. 
However, if she is to 
win, she will have to 
start making choices 
that weigh survival 
against humanity and 
life against love. Let the 
seventy fourth Hunger 
Games begin… 
 

 

Anne of 
Green 
Gables 

L.M  
Montgomery 

When Matthew 
and Marilla 
Cuthbert send for 
an orphan boy to 
help at Green 
Gables, they get 
an orphan, but a 
mix-up brings the 
opposite of what 
they expect.... 
 

 



If only 
they 
could 
talk 

James 
Herriot 

A young vet 
fresh out of 
college goes 
to work in 
Yorkshire in a 
time when 
medicine and 
the ways of 
animal care 
are quickly 
changing... 
 

 
 



One 
of us 
is 
lying 

Karen M. 
McManus 

"Five students 
walk into 
detention, only 
four leave alive." 
This book is a 
thrilling murder 
mystery involving 
four young 
students: 
Bronwyn, the 
brains, Addy, the 
beauty, Nate, the 
criminal and 
Cooper, the 
athlete Their lives 
have been turned 
upside down with 
the death of 
Simon, who owns 
a gossip app for 
the school. He 
dies 24 hours 
before he could 
post their 
deepest secrets 
online. "Everyone 
has secrets, right? 
What really 
matters is how 
far you'll go to 
protect them." 
 

 



A Series of 
Unfortunate 
events 

Lemony 
Snicket 

Three children 
become 
orphans after 
their parents 
pass in a fire, 
and they have 
to survive a 
villain who 
wants to kill 
them to inherit 
their fortune. 
Will they 
overcome this 
threat? 
 

 

Toffee Sarah 
Crossan 

I am not who 
I say I am, 
Marla isn’t 
who she 
thinks she is. 
I am a girl 
trying to 
forget, Marla 
is a woman 
trying to 
remember. 
 

 



A Sky 
Painted 
Gold 

Laura 
wood 

When Lou steals 
inside the grand 
Cardew house in the 
dreamy summer of 
1929, she is drawn 
into the lives of the 
Cardew siblings-
glittering whirlwind 
Caitlin and 
handsome, 
enigmatic Robert 
 
But as Lou is swept 
into their dazzling 
world of moonlit 
parties, unrivalled 
glamour and 
whispered secrets, 
can she stay true to 
herself....and her 
heart? 

 

Girl, 
missing 

Sophie 
McKenzie 

Lauren is adopted 
and eager to 
know more about 
her mysterious 
past. One day she 
discovers she was 
snatched from 
her real family 
when she was a 
baby. She runs 
away to discover 
the truth, but the 
journey takes her 
deeper and 
deeper into 
danger. 

 

 


